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“ Long-term deep emission reductions, 
including the reduction of emissions to 
net zero, is best achieved through 
institutions and governance that 
nurture new mitigation policies, while 
at the same time reconsidering existing 
policies that support continued 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions. 
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“ Institutions and governance 
underpin mitigation by providing the 
legal basis for action. This includes 
setting up implementing 
organisations and the frameworks 
through which diverse actors 
interact. 
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“ Climate laws enable mitigation action 
by signalling the direction of travel, 
setting targets, mainstreaming 
mitigation into sector policies, 
enhancing regulatory certainty, 
creating law-backed agencies, creating 
focal points for social mobilization, and 
attracting international finance. 
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“ Institutions can enable improved 
governance by coordinating 
across sectors, scales and actors,
building consensus for action, 
and setting strategies. 
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“ Sub-national actors are important for
mitigation because municipalities and 
regional governments have jurisdiction over
climate-relevant sectors such as land-use, 
waste and urban policy; are able to
experiment with climate solutions; and can 
forge partnerships with the private sector 
and internationally to leverage enhanced
climate action.
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“ Explicit attention to equity and 
justice is salient to both social 
acceptance and fair and effective
policymaking for mitigation. 

Sixth Assessment Report
WORKING GROUP III – MITIGATION OF CLIMATE CHANGE



Sixth Assessment Report
WORKING GROUP III – MITIGATION OF CLIMATE CHANGE

“ Carbon pricing is effective in 
promoting implementation of low-
cost emissions reductions. 
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“ Regulatory instruments play an 
important role in achieving 
specific mitigation outcomes in 
sectoral applications. 
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“ Removing fossil fuel subsidies 
could reduce emissions by 1-10% 
by 2030 while improving public 
revenue and macroeconomic 
performance. 
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“ Policy packages are better able to 
support socio-technical 
transitions and shifts in 
development pathways toward 
low carbon futures than are 
individual policies. 
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“ The co-benefits and trade-offs of 
integrating adaptation and 
mitigation are most usefully 
identified and assessed prior to 
policy making rather than being 
accidentally discovered. 
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“ Climate change mitigation is 
accelerated when attention is given 
to integrated policy and economy 
wide approaches, and when 
enabling conditions (governance, 
institutions, behaviour, innovation, 
policy, and finance), are present. 
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“ Economy wide packages, including 
economic stimulus packages, can 
contribute to shifting sustainable 
development pathways and 
achieving net zero outcomes whilst 
meeting short term economic goals. 
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Mitigation options in urban areas
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Mitigation options in agriculture and forestry


